International Academy Awards 2026

Book now for the Gala Dinner and Academy Awards on 1st October
2026, UNIFOR Complex, Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia

Setting benchmarks in global health design

The 2026 Design & Health International Academy Awards is the leading advocacy
programme recognising professional excellence in the research and practice of

designing healthy built environments

The Design & Health International Academy Awards
programme has a significant influence on the global

design and development of humanistic environments

that support health, wellbeing and quality of life
around the world.

Awards will be presented in 10 categories across
the key areas of international healthcare delivery,
including: International Health Project (over
40,000sqm); International Health Project (under
40,000sqm); Future Healthy Built Environmnet
(Unbuilt) Project; Mental Health Design; Salutogenic
Design; Sustainable Design; Use of Art in public and
Priavte Spaces; Interior Design Project; and Reserch
Project for Healthcare Application. The criteria and
judging panel, as well as the finalists and shortlist for
each award category are highlighted in the following
pages.

The Academy will also present a Lifetime
Leadership Award to a leader and visionary who
has shown ongoing commitment to enhancing

Venue: UNIFOR Complex, Kuching
Date: Thursday 1st October, 2026
Time: 20.00 - 23.00

the health, wellbeing and quality of people’s lives
through research, education and the creation of
healthy built environments.

The recipients of this year’s awards will be teams
who, through unique and outstanding efforts, have
demonstrated vision and leadership in exemplary
initiatives and projects. Open to international
organisations and individuals in both the private
and public sectors participating in either research
or practice, including the planning, procurement,
design, construction and management of healthy
built environments, only design projects or research
programmes completed between 1 January, 2015
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International Academy Awards 2026

and 1 April, 2026 are eligible to enter. The exception Lifetime Leadershi p Award Winners
was the Sustainable Design award which had a longer
entry period. -

The awards are chaired by Prof Alan Dilani, Founder
of the International Academy for Design & Health, who
approved the recommendations of the lead judges
and their panels in each award category.

The awards will be presented during the Gala
Academy Awards Dinner at UNIFOR Complex in
Kuching on 1st of October 2026. If you haven't
reserved your place at the Gala Dinner and Academy
Awards Ceremony, we encourage you to book now
at the registration desk to support the prize winners,
recognise their unique work and enjoy a wonderful
evening with your colleagues.

Judging criteria

The decisions of each judging panel were
based on criteria specific to each category,
including design/creative approach and values;
sustainability; planning and organisation;
operational efficiency; stakeholder
engagement; hospitality, wellness and culture;
health promotion; innovation; accessibility and
context; research methodology; and function
and performance. The winners of each award
were determined by a lead judge, supported
by a panel of two or three judges with proven
expertise. Each judging panel comprised
experts in their field from multidisciplinary
backgrounds, bringing with them a breadth of
experience in their fields.
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International Research Project

Criteria

International Research Award, Research Project Awarded for a completed, innovative, independently assessed,
piece of research focused on a particular aspect of the design, function, construction, financing or maintenance
of a healthcare facility or addressing a relevant topic concerning public health in the context of the working
environment.

| Lead judge
I B E Prof. Sahand Abbasi, Ph.D
W\~

Kean University, NY
Panel Judge Dr.Ellie Nahirafree, Ph.D.  Dr.Huli Wang, Ph.D. Louisiana

Finalists Kean University, USA State University, USA

1- Sherly de Yong, (Indonesia) Murni Rachmawati & Ima Defiana / The Security-
Pandemic Theory for Hybrid Workplaces

2- Dr. Parisa Ziaesaeidi, (Australia) Socially Sustainable Neighbourhood Design for
Children and Youth

3- HE+ED Lab (USA) Measuring Therapeutic Milieu: Development and Validation of
a Standardized Post-Occupancy Evaluation Framework for Pediatric Inpatient Mental
Health Facilities

4- Dr.Vigneshkumar Chellappa (Hong Kong) SafeHands: An Empathy-Driven Digital
Intervention for Construction Health and Safety

5- Moonisah Usman et al. (UK) Vitamin D Status as Potential Indicator of Healthy City:
A Case Study of London

6- Natalia Ottonello & Sabrina Lorusso (Uruguay & Italy) Designing Salutogenic Cities:
The Impact of Fagcade Design on Emotional Well-Being and Stress Regulation

Desigti
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International Health Project

(Over 40,000sgm)

Criteria

An award for an outstanding healthcare building Over 40,000sqm, where human health considerations are as
evident as clinical and managerial priorities. The project must demonstrate an understanding of the principles
of salutogenesis, and show how innovative design permits ongoing flexibility of use and addresses issues of

sustainable healthy building.

| Lead judge
Arch. Tye Farrow
Canada Panel Judge

Finalists

1- New Footscray Hospital
Commissioned by Victorian Health Building Authority
Designed by COX Architecture / Billard Leece Partnership

2- Pusat Rehabilitasi Perkeso Sultan Nazrin Shah
Commissioned by Pertubuhan Keselamatan Sosial

Designed by RSP Architects SDN BHD, Malaysia

3- Cyberjaya Hospital, Malaysia

Dr. Innocent Okpanum Arch. Nadia Tobia, Tobia

South Africa/ Nigiera  Consultant, Canada

4- Kwai Chung Hospital, Hong Kong
Commissioned by Architectural Services Department
Designed by FARRELLS, Hong Kong

5-Peninsula University Hospital
Commissioned by Exemplar Health, VIC Australia
Designed by Bates Smart and Architectus

Commissioned by Cyberview Sdn Bhd for the Ministry of Health
Designed by PAB Architecture Sdn Bhd for Gadang Engineering




International Healthcare Project
(Under 40,000sgqm)

Criteria

International Health Project (Under 40,000m2), An award for an outstanding healthcare building where patient-
centred considerations are as evident as clinical and managerial priorities. The project must demonstrate an
understanding of the principles of salutogenesis, and show how innovative design permits ongoing flexibility of use
and addresses issues of sustainable healthy building.

Lead Judge
Dev Bagga, BLP, Singapore S

Panel Judge
Vivien Mak P&T Group  David Chin, Director (Asia),
Hong Kong Healthcare and Institution,
Finalists
1-The Solitaire Clinic
Commissioned by The Solitaire Clinic, Indonesia 3- Pusat Rehabilitasi Perkeso Sultan Nazrin Shah
Designed by HKS, Singapore Commissioned by Pertubuhan Keselamatan Sosial

Designed by RSP Architects SDN BHD
2-Tjilpi Pampaku Ngura Flexible Aged Care
Commissioned by Australian Regional & Remote Community Services
Designed by Kaunitz Yeung Architecture, Australia




Mental Health Project

Criteria

Mental Health Project, An award for a mental health facility where an effective reconciliation between operational
requirements for security and supervision and the imperative for a civilizing and humane environment that
supports therapeutic intervention is evident. Submissions should show an understanding of the principles and

practice of salutogenesis.

Panel Judge

Lead Judge

Arch. David Kaunitz,
Kaunitz Yeung Architectur
Australia

Y i
Sandra Furtado Ka Wai Yeung
Design Director & Co-Founder, Kaunitz Yeung Architecture
Furtado Sullivan, Australia Australia
Finalists
1- Texas Behavioral Health Center, Dallas 3- SADONG JAYA Waterfront
Commissioned by UT Southwestern Commissioned by Kota Samarahan Municipal Council
Designed by HKS & architecture+ Designed by Arkiskape Sdn Bhd

2- Kwai Chung Hospital, Hong Kong
Commissioned by Architectural Services
Department

Designed by FARRELLS, Hong Kong
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Use of Art in Public and Private Spaces

Criteria

Use of Art in Public and Private Spaces, An award that recognizes the effective application of creative endeavor
which further advances knowledge of the potential of the arts to support therapeutic outcome and impact the
health process. Preference will be given to success in new and innovative approaches of using Art in public spaces
to create mental process and thereby stimulate positive emotional experience.

Lead judge
Dr. Innocent Okpanum
South Africa/ Nigiera

Finalists

1-Explore, Dream, Discover Pediatric Center
Commissioned by Wojewodzki Szpital Specjalistyczny
Designed by Medical Design Studio, Poland

2- Campbelltown Hospital Redevelopment
Health Infrastructure NSW, Australia
Designed by Billard Leece Partnership Pty Ltd

Panel Judge

Arch. ljeoma Uboma, Maria Nadia Riolfo
M.Sc. NR Studio Design
Nigiera Italy

3-Tjilpi Pampaku Ngura Flexible Aged Care
Commissioned by Australian Regional & Remote
Community Services

Designed by Kaunitz Yeung Architecture, Australia

4-The Bin Art Project
Kuching, Sarawak Malysia
Designed by Dr Mohamad Faizuan Bin Mat
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Future Healthy Built Environment Project

Criteria

Future Healthy Built Environment Project (Projects should be in design or under construction), An award for the
design of a future any built environment that recognizes the changing role of the built environment in relation to
health and wellbeing of people or local community. The project must demonstrate a‘Salutogenic’vision for healthy
environments that addresses anticipated socioeconomic challenges of the future.

Lead judge
Arch. Angel Neo, CPG
Singapore

Panel Judge . \
Arch. Natalie Pitt, Prof. Fung John Chye,
Studio STH, Australia National University of
’ Singapore
Finalists
1- Salutogenic Social Housing, Uruguay 3- SADONG JAYA Waterfront
Designed by Grupp Caral, Guevara Ottonello Commissioned by Kota Samarahan Municipal Council

Designed by Arkiskape Sdn Bhd
2- United World College SEA Tengah Campus
Tengah New Town
Designed by HKS, Singapore




Sustainable Urban and Built Environment

Criteria

Sustainable Urban and Built Environment, Awarded for a healthcare project or any type of health community
and urban planning completed after 1 January 2010 that can demonstrate sustainability performance above the
mandatory norm, satisfies legislative, technical, financial and moral imperatives, and shows understanding of the
principles of salutogenic and ecological design.

Panel Judge

‘ Lead judge

Natlia Ottonello, M.Sc.

Guevara Ottonello Architects
Uruguay

Arch. lan Guevara Arch. Sabrina Lorusso,
Uruguay MSc Italy

Finalists

1- Batu Kawa Riverfront Park

Commissioned by Majlis Perbandaran
Padawan

Designed by Landscape Design Associates
LAr. Catherine Lau Lee Sieng, Malaysia

2-Tjilpi Pampaku Ngura Flexible Aged Care
Commissioned by Australian Regional &
Remote Community Services

Designed by Kaunitz Yeung Architecture,
Australia

3- SADONG JAYA Waterfront
Commissioned by Kota Samarahan
Municipal Council

Designed by Arkiskape Sdn Bhd
Malaysia
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Interior Design Project

Criteria

Interior Design Project, An award to recognize a therapeutic space that enhances the health, wellbeing and quality
of life of the patients, staff and visitors. Preference will be shown to innovative projects, which show understanding
of the principles of salutogenesis, respect the privacy and dignity of patients, as well as provide a enjoyable
experience that reduce stress.

Lead judge
Prof. Hessam Ghamari, Ph.D.
USA

Panel Judge
Ass. Prof. Nasrin Golshany,  Ass. Prof. Saman Jamshidi,
Ph.D. USA Ph.D. USA

Finalists

1- P&P Healthcare & Radiology Specialist
Center

Commissioned by P&P Diagnostic Center
Designed by SQR Interior Architecture,
Malaysia

2-Tjilpi Pampaku Ngura Flexible Aged Care
Commissioned by Australian Regional &

Remote Community Services
Designed by Kaunitz Yeung Architecture,
Australia

Peninsula University Hospital, Australia
Commissioned by Exemplar Health, Australia
Designed by Bates Smart and Architectus,
VIC Australia




Salutogenic Design project

Criteria

Salutogenic Design Project, Awarded for the design of a completed project of any type of built environment, which
clearly demonstrate that are comprehensible, manageable and meaningful, thereby fostering a strong sense of
coherence amongst its users that promotes their health and wellbeing. Submissions must show how environmental,
social and economic sustainability is improved.

Lead judge
Prof. Ray Pentecost, DrPH, FAIA
Texas A&M University, USA

Panel Judge
Bill Hercmjles, AlA, Peter L. Bardwell, FAIA,
Architect, WJH Health, Architect, USA
USA

Finalists

1- Senior Citizens Activity Center (PAWE)
Commissioned by City Council of Penang Island

2- Mandai North Crematorium

Commissioned by National Environment
Agency (NEA)

Designed by CPG Consultants Pte Ltd Singapore

3- NCSAM MBPP Home of Hope
Commissioned by City Council of Penang Island

Designed by Malaysian Institute of Architects
(PAM)

4-Tjilpi Pampaku Ngura Flexible Aged Care

Commissioned by Australian Regional & Remote
Community Services

Designed by Kaunitz Yeung Architecture,
Australia
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Lifetime Leadership Award 2026

Criteria

Lifetime Leadership Award, Awarded to a healthcare leader and visionary who has shown and ongoing lifelong
commitment to enhancing the health, wellbeing and quality of people’s lives through their dedication to health and
design. The award recognizes the human and personal qualities needed to push back the boundaries of progress
and inspire future generations.

Lead judge
Prof. Alan Dilani, Ph.D.

International Academy for
Designand Health, Sweden

Liak Teng Lit, Leadership Award Winner Dr. John Zeisel, Ph.D. Winner Prof. George J. Mann, AIA , Winner
14th World Congress, 2025, Singapore  13th World Congress, 2024 Milano World Congress, 2015, Canada




